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From the Committee 
On Monday 17 August, eight 

previous committee members and 
two new faces gathered in the 

garden of the Shrubbery Hotel for 
a meeting. We were sanitised, 
socially distanced and within 

government guidelines that state, 
‘Trustees of charitable 
organisations can meet for the 

purpose of governance’. 

This meeting was held to discuss 
the formation of a new 
committee, responses to the 
virtual AGM and the future of 
SMU3A. 

We welcomed Jeanette Marsh, as a new Trustee and Janet Sherwin as a co-opted member 
to our committee and we are grateful to them for volunteering this year. 

There were no volunteers to take the chair or secretary roles.  

Jeanette offered to stand as vice chair. Jane will continue to act as our treasurer.  Charity 
commission rules do not allow SMU3A to continue to operate without a chair or secretary. 
Our membership has declined in the wake of Covid 19 from 200 to 147. Our thanks to those 
members who did renew, which ensures you are kept in touch and informed about 
developments, even though Covid restrictions have effectively mothballed our U3A for the 
immediate future. However, our AGM then surprisingly, recorded just 39 responses, 
including two postal replies. We sincerely thank those members who cared enough to take 
part and to those four people who added such encouraging comments to show their 
support. 

http://www.sheptonmalletu3a.org.uk/
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Covid arrived at the end of March, halting at a stroke, all social interaction and has 
compounded our difficulties - we can offer nothing to entice new members. It is new, 
younger members that are needed to take us forward as future group leaders and potential 
committee members.  
Many of our founder members continue to be our staunchest supporters, some still 
undertaking group leader roles and they deserve to enjoy the benefits of U3A in the future 
following their efforts and service. Many friendships have been forged and continue to grow 
through association with SMU3A. 
After discussion it was agreed that Maggie Hardy and I will remain in our roles as secretary 
and chair, but these will be interim positions only. This means that the legal framework for 
SMU3A stands for the time being and when restrictions or circumstances change a new 
chair and secretary will need to be recruited.  

If this cannot be accomplished before membership renewal falls due in spring 2021 then 
the committee will have no alternative other than to seek amalgamation or closure.  

In consequence, SMU3A continues, but in a much-reduced state. All outside meetings of a 
maximum of six people can continue i.e. walks and meetings for coffee etc. Insurance cover 
for activities within the restrictions is valid.  Unfortunately, there is nothing this committee 
can do about any of the restrictions placed either by the government or national office 
through the Trust.  
All committee members will stay in regular contact with each other and members will be 
informed of any changes through the newsletter, Beacon or by post. Please contact any one 
of us (see back page for committee list) if you have any ideas, suggestions, or questions. 

We will continue to do the best we can for all our members and hope you stay safe and 
well. 
Liz, Interim Chair

 

 
Link to sign up to the National Newsletter 

 

Sign up to the U3A National Newsletter to keep informed on the 
latest government advice concerning Covid 19. It is also filled with 
information, stories and advice from across the U3A movement on 

how to keep safe and occupied during this difficult time. 

Shepton Mallet Covid 19 Network 
The network is managed by the Town Council has a Freephone number 0800 061 4089 
(from 8am-10pm every day) and will redirect calls to the appropriate sources of help 
throughout the emergency. For further information email: contact@helpshepton.info or 
visit www.helpshepton.info  
 
If self-isolating or need help during the outbreak with shopping, picking up medication, 
posting mail, a friendly call or urgent needs then call the volunteer line on 01749 200200 (24 
hours a day) or 01749 830132. For collection of prescriptions call 07934 263923.  

https://www.u3a.org.uk/newsletter
mailto:contact@helpshepton.info
http://www.helpshepton.info/
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Members’ Corner  

If this is your first newsletter we hope you enjoy reading it and find it informative, 
entertaining and useful. It’s a bit different from our usual newsletter as our activities have 
been curtailed by Covid. But please don’t let that stop you sending in any contributions you 
think members would enjoy reading; your reminiscences, jokes, recipes, local history, 
photographs. Let us know what you been doing instead of your usual U3A activities. Send 
any items you have in to the editor by the 20th of the month. I look forward to hearing from 
you. Julia Goddard, Editor.  

Janet, who is normally busy organising our outings has been busy at home: 

 
“I've recently spent hours shredding paper - all the outings 
forms that I've received over the years. It was a good 
opportunity to dispose of papers that couldn't be put in the 
rubbish, as they all had members personal details on ie. name, 
address, tel. no. 
It's made more room to start again, if that ever happens! 
I really miss organising outings, and still get ideas from various 
places like TV programmes. I've several ideas just waiting to 
go, but sadly we are not permitted to arrange these get 
togethers. Six is still the maximum number in a group and 
many of the venues we may think of visiting will not take 
groups. 

In the meantime, SMU3A are looking for a Chair person, if we 
do not succeed with finding a person to fill this position, and 
then there will be no more outings as the Shepton U3A will 
close! 
 
Keep Well!”  
Janet Murray. 
 

 
Here’s a reminder of 
Janet’s successful last 
outing for SMU3A to the 
BBC in Bristol at the 
beginning of the year. 
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Photo Quiz 
Janet Sherwin’s answers to last month’s photo quiz: 

 
Building in the field west of Cannards 

Grave Road, opposite Field House 

 

 
Lamp att the entrance to 

Greenfields Campsite on the 
Old Wells Road 

 
Weathervane on a house 

in Knowle Lane just 
outside West Shepton 

 
More to puzzle over -  
do you know where these are? 

 

 

         Answers next month 
 
We can rely on Barbara and Barry to amuse us: 

Frozen Feet 
It gets very, very cold in a bad winter up on the east coast of Yorkshire and the winter I`m 
going to tell you about was particularly cold. It was so cold that the flame on the candle in 
farmer Sam Ogglethwaite’s kitchen was actually frozen when he went out to his cowshed at 
six o’clock in the morning to let his cattle out, but when he opened the cowshed door he 
found to his dismay that the feet of all his cows were stuck frozen into the muddy floor. He 
couldn’t move them so he rang the vet to see if he could help. Vet said he couldn`t do 
anything to free the cattle but that he had heard little whispers about an old woman who 
lived just outside the village who was supposed to have magical powers and he would call 
on her to see if she could help. He didn’t even know her name, but he knew where she lived 
with her black cat. Well the vet called on her and she agreed to accompany the vet up to the 
cold windswept farm. When they got there she told the two men to go for a coffee in the 
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farmhouse and she would join them shortly. Well, the old woman went into the cowshed 
and ten seconds later she walked out with all the cows following 
her. ‘That’s wonderful,’ said the farmer and vet, ‘how did you do 
that?  
‘Don`t you know who I am?’ said the old woman, ‘I’m Thora Hird.’ 
 
 
Yellow 24 
This fella woke up one morning and found to his horror that he was 
bright yellow with blue spots all over. He dressed and went down to the doctors. The doctor 
took one look at him and said ‘You`ve got the latest thing that’s going around, it comes from 
China and it’s so new that it hasn’t got a proper name, it’s just known as YELLOW 24 
because it turns you yellow and you have only 24 hours to live. There is no cure.’ The chap 
was devastated. ‘What shall I do?’ he asked the doctor. The doctor said, ‘Well, there’s 
nothing you can do to cure it, so just go home, make sure that all your affairs are in order 
and then wait.’  
The chap went home, told his wife about it and said, ‘What shall we do about it?’ the wife 
said, ‘Well if there’s no cure then we might as well go down to the bingo.’ At the bingo the 
chap couldn’t believe his luck, he won every game he played and even won the £250 
competition prize. At the end of the night he went up onto the stage to collect his winnings 
and the M.C. said to him, ‘You’ve won the competition prize, you are a lucky chap.’  

‘Lucky?’ replied the man, ‘I’ve got YELLOW 24.’ ‘Then you are lucky,’ said the M.C, ‘you have 
won the raffle as well.’  
 

Lucky Maggie F. was whisked away by husband  
Jonathan to enjoy a few days  
break in Devon: 

 
“Here is the view from the window 
of the Thurlestone Hotel in Devon 
which I took on a previous visit. We 
were blessed with hot weather and 
Jonathan enjoyed playing on the 
nine hole golf course (with me 
trying to watch where the ball was 
going!). We were able to access the 
coastal path with views across to 
Burgh Island and the Art Deco Burgh 
Island hotel. Maybe one day...! At 
our hotel we were able to indulge 
ourselves in aromatherapy and deep 
tissue massages so came home 
refreshed and revitalised after our 
three night break.” 
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Arts and Crafts Pioneer Pastor Proposal for Shepton 
Mallet  
by Rosalind Teesdale-Ives a member of St Peter and 
St Paul Church, Shepton Mallet 
 

Having been part of the life of Shepton Mallet for 
centuries, Arts and Crafts are beginning to enjoy a 
grass roots renaissance, with fine arts, crafts, textiles, 
music, literature, dance and drama all starting to 
flourish again in and around the town.  
The Biblical worldview fosters and celebrates the 
beauty of creativity, but by its nature creativity can be 
a lonely and challenging pursuit.  
As such, we are in discussion with the Diocese of Bath 
and Wells to fund a Pioneer Pastor to live and work 
amongst this emerging arts and crafts community, 
listening, facilitating and encouraging them in their 
skills, reinforcing the innate value and worth of their 
talents, developing an empathetically-
minded community for mutual support and, where 
desired, reconnecting them back to the divine origins 
of their creativity.  
Ideally the Pioneer Pastor would be involved in the 
arts themselves. 
If we succeed in gaining a Pioneer Pastor, the 
intention is that a greater connection between 
different art practitioners would overflow into 
workshops and classes for the local schools (who are 
in support), the youth (for whom there is little in 
Shepton at the moment), the older generations and 
the lonely, creating a virtuous circle of art, enjoyment 
and encouragement. 
Rosalind Teesdale-Ives rosalindt-i@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The committee decided at its last 
meeting that it would support this 

proposal. We hope it is successful in 
gaining support and funding and 

are certain that the community in 
Shepton Mallet will benefit from 

this initiative. We will let you know! 
 

 

 

Group News 
Some groups have continued to meet during the Covid Pandemic by using various virtual 
means - Zoom, Facebook, WhatsApp, email etc. Please don't forget that we can now meet in 
groups of 6 outside. This could just be groups of friends meeting outside: 6 go for a bike 
ride, 6 go for a picnic, 6 play golf (I think you get the gist!). We can also look to find ways of 
groups meeting indoors as restrictions allow, any ideas would be welcome. 
Sue Dunne, Group Coordinator 

mailto:rosalindt-i@hotmail.co.uk
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Scrabble  
Di Gommo has decided to relinquish her position on the Scrabble board after more years 
than she cares to remember. Huge thanks Di for all that you have done for the group and we 
hope somebody will come forward to take over as leader. 
If anybody would like to take over leadership of this group, please let either Di or me know. 
Sue Dunne  

 

National U3A News 
The National U3A High Street Project 
 

 
Would you like to take part in a ground 
breaking U3A-led project looking at the UK 
high street? 
  
The response of consumers to the Covid 19 
pandemic has led to a dramatic increase in 
online ordering. This could be bad news for 
our high streets. This project would like to 
find out and compare the 2022 position with 
now. It will involve volunteers from the U3A 
walking along their local high street and 
recording details, with photographs, of each 
shop. 
Participants in the project will receive an 
email in early September with an 
information pack and full instructions so 
they can start the recording exercise. 
Next year a similar study will be carried out 
to ascertain how things have changed, and a 
final pandemic impact will be published in 
time for the U3A’s 40th anniversary in 2022. 
 

If you would like to get involved or have 
any questions please get in touch with 

Carole Chapman, Chair,  
National Research Sub-Committee 

carole.chapman@u3a.org.uk 
Registration is required to take part in the 

project. 
Register here 

 

 
Group Contacts 

Art Gill Davies   
Books Sue Dunne      
Bowls Frank Booth   
Bridge Graham McCartney   
Bus Pass Trippers Janet Murray   
Collectables Liz Nash   
Discussion Malcolm Weeks   
Family History Keith Taylor   
Flowers Freda Briars   

carole.chapman@u3a.org.uk
https://u3alondonregion.wufoo.com/forms/s175dvlt040lqop/
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French 
conversation 

Beatrice Thayer    

Munch Club  Maggie Fowle   
Music 
Appreciation 

Catherine Wylie 
Sandra Freeborn  

  

Needlecraft Di Gommo  
Liz Weeks 

  

Photography John Law   
Recorders Sandra Morris 

Julie Newman 
  

Scrabble  
Singing for 
Pleasure 

Val Sherring   

Shorter Walks Jenny Wehrfritz   
Short Tennis Eric Wehrfritz   
Solos Janet Murray   
Strollers Lyn Hook   
Table Tennis  
1 and 2 

Peter Howell    

Walking Liz Weeks   
Woolcraft Pam Mitchell   
Writing for 
Pleasure 

Catherine Wylie    

 
6. Committee Members 

Chair  Liz Nash (Interim)  

Vice Chair  Jeanette Marsh  

Secretary  Maggie Hardy (Interim)  

Treasurer Jane Burman  
Groups Coordinator Sue Dunne  

Membership Secretary Maggie Fowle  

Newsletter Julia Goddard  

Outings Janet Murray  

Publicity Vacant  
Speakers Vacant  

Website Keith Taylor  

Co-opted Member Janet Sherwin  

 

Thank you to all our contributors this month. Please send your items for the newsletter by 
20th of the month to Julia Goddard, Editor.  
 

SMU3A on Social Media 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/smu3a 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Shepton-Mallet-U3A-347424188622944 

https://twitter.com/smu3a
https://www.facebook.com/Shepton-Mallet-U3A-347424188622944

