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Happy Easter everyone and we hope you enjoy your April 
Newsletter. 
Eggs - along with chicks, rabbits and flowers symbolise this date 
in our calendar, so in the absence of any other eggsciting news 
this month, it’s all about eggs. 

This large ostrich egg has been in 
my family for as long as I can 
remember.  
As children in 1950’s, my sister and I 
always looked forward to seeing it 
at my Great, great, grandmother’s 
house. It had pride of place, always 
in this cup, on a white lace runner 
sitting in the middle of a dark 
dresser in the front room. As I recall, 
this room was never used. We had 
our tea in the back parlour where a 
big black kettle boiled and hissed 
on an open fire.  

The blown egg measures 15cms (6 inches) from top to bottom. 
The shell is pitted but glossy and extremely hard, I have no idea 
how the chicks ever pecked their way out. I read that you need a 
hammer to break into one of these and apparently an ostrich egg 
is equal to 24 hens’ eggs! 
 It’s quite possible it came from Australia. Uncle Ben emigrated to 
work there as a cattle rancher.  Whether this was using the £10 

Shepton Mallet 
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assisted passage scheme which began in 1945 or before, we do 
not know. As so often happens, there is no one now left to ask. It 
could have been sent back home as a gift. The egg cup is a mid 
century blue and gold lustre ware pot, pretty but of no great 
value.  The egg will remain a family heirloom and has already been 
passed on. I calculate it is nearer to being 100 years old than I 
am! 
I doubt any eggs purchased in the coming days, chocolate or 
otherwise will last as long!  
Enjoy the Easter holiday and better days to come as we begin 
looking forward to restrictions lifting. 
Every good wish  
Liz 

Hello 
All 
Please 
Prepare 
Yourselves 
to 
Eagerly  
Anticipate 
Signals 
That 
End 
Restrictions! 

 
 

 

Members’ Corner 

April Quiz set by Maggie Hardy 
Answers next month 

1. April usually means Easter 
like this year, but how is the 
exact date determined? 

2. “April showers may come 
your way…”which musical 
does this song come from? 
And who was the star? 

3. Which other famous singer 
recorded this song? 
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4. What is April’s birthstone? 

5. Which saint born in Cartagena, Spain in 590 whose Saint’s Day is the 4 
April, is the patron saint of the internet? 

6. When was the Royal Society of London founded and which King was on 
the throne? 

7. “April is the cruelest month.”  Which poem is this from, and who wrote it? 

8. Which Greek goddess is April named after? 

9. April is derived from the Latin word “aperit”- what does it mean? 

10. Who was assassinated on 15 April 1865? 

Answers to last month’s mad March quiz 

1. We all know about Mad Hares – but what other March Madness is there? 
The NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament of 68 teams to determine the 
champions 

2. The Ides of March – when Julius Caesar was murdered. What significance 
did the Ides have before the assassination? It is the 74th day of the Roman 
calendar.  It was marked by several religious observances and it was the 
deadline for settling debts 

3. March is named after Mars the Roman God of War. Who are Greek and 
Scandinavian Gods of War? Ares and Athena for Greece.  Odin Norse God 
of War 

4. Which saints have their days in March? What are their symbols? St. David 
on 1 March, daffodil. St. Patrick on 17 March, shamrock 

5. Which iconic tower opened March 1889 and where? The Eiffel Tower in 
Paris 

6. Which baby disappeared in March 1932? The son of aviator Charles 
Lindbergh was kidnapped on 1 March and his body was discovered on 12 
May 1932 

7. Which epidemic started in March 1918? The Spanish Flu. It was estimated 
at least 50 million died worldwide 

8. Who ordered Cranmer’s execution in March 1556? Queen Mary I. 

 
Dentist to Moth - How can I help you? 
Moth - I think I'm Napoleon  
Dentist - I think you need a psychiatrist, I'm a dentist, why are you here? 
Moth - The light was on!   
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Thanks Eric W. 

 
Walkers are Welcome  
Following contact from Shepton Mallet Town 
Council, Liz Weeks and Eric Wehrfritz joined a 
recent Zoom meeting with Tara Jessop, Project 
Officer Town Council.  They attended as 
representatives of the main and shorter walking 
groups of SMU3A along with several other local 
interested walkers.  The main purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss the possibility of setting up, “Walkers are 
Welcome” in Shepton.  WAW is a UK wide community led network of 
accredited towns, whose purpose is to develop and promote walking in 
areas with something different to offer.  The benefits are that 
membership could bring to the town’s community were discussed - 
economic, physical health and mental wellbeing.  It would bring business 
to local B&Bs, shops and food outlets and will entail reporting on and the 
maintenance of public footpaths, stiles and gates, etc.  There will also be 
a requirement for creation of town trails, taking in historical 
buildings and places of interest.  Volunteers are required to set up a 
steering group to formulate a plan to meet the requirements to apply for 
WAW membership.  There was interest shown at the meeting, but more 
people are needed.  Anyone interested and wanting further details can 
contact Tara Jessop  or visit WAW website   walkersarewelcome.org.uk  
 Currently the nearest WAW town in this area is Frome, details of their 
involvement can be reached by WAW website.  
 

 
Do you know what these brilliant 
hedgerow gems are?  
Their flowers appear before their 
leaves. 

 

 

 
 

http://walkersarewelcome.org.uk/
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Mystery Photos taken by Janet Sherwin 

“These were all taken in a village a 
few miles north of Shepton. The 
gravestone is desperately sad - 
three sons in one family killed in 

the 1914-18 war.” 

 

Do know this village? 

 

 

 

Answers to last month’s picture puzzle 

Gateway to Ashwick 
Cemetery 

Water tap on Slait Hill on 
the road to Downhead 

T-Rex in Wookey Hole car 
park  
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Barry and Barbara’s joke 
Went to see an old friend 

I went to see an old friend last week; I knocked on his 
front door and his wife opened it. It went something like 
this, “Hello Mary, how are you keeping?”        
“Not too bad thanks, Jack, how are you?”         
“Oh, I’m fine, thank you, Mary.  Is Frank in?”        
“Frank, well no, Frank is not in and won’t be in again or 
haven’t you heard?”      “Heard, heard what, what’s 
happened then?”         
“Well, Frank is dead.”      
Dead, I couldn’t believe it, I’d known Frank nearly all my life, how could he be 
suddenly dead? “What happened?” I asked.          
“Well, it was three weeks ago last Sunday and Frank went down the allotment to 
fetch a cabbage for Sunday dinner and he dropped dead from a heart attack.”          
“How awful,” I said, “what did you do?”           
“Oh, it was OK,” Mary said, “I opened a tin of peas.” 
 

...and thanks Keith E. 
 

 John Travolta tested negative for coronavirus last weekend. 
Turns out it was just Saturday night fever 

 I saw an ad for burial plots, and thought to myself that's the last 
thing I need 

 Relationships are a lot like algebra.  Have you ever looked at 
your X and wondered Y?  

 Whatever you do, always give 100% (unless you're donating 
blood)  

 What do you call a sleepwalking nun? A Roamin’ Catholic 
 What did Snow White say while waiting outside of the photo 

booth? Someday my prints will come 
 A girl said she recognized me from her vegetarian club but I’d 

never met herbivore 
 Dad, are we pyromaniacs? Yes, we arson 
 What word becomes shorter when you add two letters to it?  

Short 
 Don't let your worries get the best of you; remember, Moses 

started out as a basket case.  
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Out and About 
 
Perhaps Pet regretted getting out and about with John this month… 
 
 

 

 

…but they saw rolling countryside with 
beautiful skies.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is all that remains of a row of 
cottages, long abandoned, but 
where? A clue-not far from here, near 
a mighty tower.  
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Tell Us Your Story  
Orchids, a growing addiction by Wendy Williams 

I have always had a few houseplants to brighten up the house, but generally much 
preferred my plants to be in the garden. Then one day a friend asked me to look after a 
few of her orchids while she went away on a long holiday as she didn’t trust the 
neighbours to look after them. She lived a good 20 miles away so suggested bringing 
them to live with me for the duration. On the day, she duly arrived with a car full, at least 
20, and so space had to be found for them. They were on every windowsill and shelf.  
Unbeknown to my friend, I had never had orchids and wasn’t particularly fond of them 
other than in Singapore’s Botanic garden, so why she was entrusting me I had no idea.  
Anyway, I did my best for these foster plants on their holidays which became quite a 
regular event and managed not to kill any!  In fact, quite a few flowered and thrived. Then 
on one occasion, instead of collecting them all, my friend asked if I would like any of 
them. By then I was getting mildly fond of these exotic creatures so I said yes and there 
it started... 

A few other friends knowing that I 
liked them bought them for me as 
presents. I always thought they were 
too expensive to buy but would seek 
out the poorly plant section in garden 
centres where they could often be 
found heavily reduced and enjoyed 
the challenge of reviving these sickly 
specimens to full health. Then came 
the boom of Moth Orchids in 
supermarkets where you could get 
one for a fiver thanks to advances in 

propagation and so the odd one would get popped in the trolley along with the cheese 
and toilet cleaner.  I was hooked...line and sinker... 
By now my own collection was starting to grow quite a bit to around 20 and buoyed up 
by the success I was having with phalaenopsis and getting them back into flower, I 
started looking at other types that might be happy in my house. I started to visit 
specialists such as Burnham Nurseries near Newton Abbot and the RHS orchid fair in 
London. Then I discovered very close by, the Wrington Orchid Project at Wrington 
School near Radstock.  This is run by a wonderful teacher with a real passion for wild 
orchids who has passed on his enthusiasm to many years of school children and is 
worthy of an article of its own. They have several large greenhouses  each simulating 
different climates and grow the most wonderful selection of orchids from all over the 
world and have regular open days and sales so a huge variety to choose from.  

Phalaenopsis violacea  50p from the poorly 
plant section. It is lightly scented. 
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And so it grew, I tried various species, some with success, some curling up their toes 
within weeks. They were always mourned, I felt I had let them down after they had tried 
their best. I found creating the right humidity the biggest issue, not wishing to live in a 
damp house. The advice is often to put them in the bathroom, but I like to open the 
window to get some air in and what do orchids hate - cold draughts!  So I tried putting 
clay granules into trays and putting the plants on those, and with regular spraying I can 
get there with most of them. The other main issue in our homes is getting the right 
temperature regime, some like even temperatures, not always easy, whilst others like the 
day/ night variation, indeed need it, to initiate flowering.  Then there is light requirement, 
none like full summer sun, but many need good light so there has to be a regular shuffle 
round of plants around the various geographical facing window sills with the seasons. 
Watering and more importantly over watering is the biggest killer of orchids, they do not 
like their feet wet and will rot quickly, a few will tolerate damp, such as Pathiopedilum,  
and perversely this may have contributed to my success as I was always forgetting to 
water them but seemingly with little detriment! 
I soon found that most Oncidiums 
will do well with me. There is a 
delightful hybrid called ‘Chian-Tzy 
Chiou- Ping ‘ with sprays of pale 
lemon flowers which smells just 
heavenly like vanilla ice cream and 
its hybrid relatives, ‘Twinkle ‘which 
come  in many shades of pink and 
orange/ red. They also flower in 
winter which is so welcome in January. 

Then having a chat with a grower at the RHS London show, I was advised to try Cattleyas, 
which I thought were far too exotic to live in a domestic setting. The man was a good 
sales man and I duly struggled home on the tube and train in the London rush hour with 
a delightful specimen. It was quite large and not cheap and short shrift was given to 
anyone who happened to knock into it. Well the man was right, it loves a warm room with 
good light, not too much humidity and rewards me every February with huge purple 
flowers.  

Cattleya sp. That led on to another... 

 

 

 

 

 

Oncidium  Chian-Tzy Chiou- Ping 
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Cattleya  guatamalensis  this flowers in January 

 

And another which flowers at Christmas 

I have had varied success with warm 
growing Pathiopedilums, (there are cold 
growing ones too but I find them even 
trickier) they like to be damp but not wet 
or dry, they  like humidity but not their 
leaves wet, so don’t like being sprayed. I 
have occasionally got them to reflower 
which is always a cause for celebration. 
Normally they have just one flower per 
stem but early last year at the Kew 
Gardens Orchid Exhibition (just before 
lockdown) I discovered Pathiopedilum 

hybrid, ’ Pinocchio.’ Of course I succumbed and brought home this delicate specimen 
despite the biting cold and London rush hour. The beauty of this hybrid is that it 
produces another bud behind the original flower. This continues; as one flower dies, 
another bud appears and mine went on to produce a succession of seven flowers on 
one stem.                                                 

Another species that has become a favourite is Dendrobium ‘ Berry Oda’. I was tempted 
by this beauty on a Wells Garden Club visit to Burnham Nurseries a few years ago. It has 
numerous sprays of violet/ purple flowers which again flower in winter, a lovely bonus. It 
is cool growing, not easy in a centrally heated house, but I find by keeping it on a north 
facing window in summer, then in October I more or less stop watering  and it goes into 
my downstairs loo, which is like an icebox in winter, and this initiates flowering. This year 
it produced over 20 sprays. 
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                Dendrobium ‘Berry Oda   Pathiopedilium ‘Pinocchio 

I could go on, I now have over 50 plants on the last count and it takes me half a day to 
water and generally tend to them.  A few years ago I had an extension built on the house, 
not specifically for the orchids I hasten to add, but where they could be sited was 
definitely taken into account on the plans! A definite and hopeless addiction but I am 
sure there are worse things... 

Why not tell us your story? It doesn’t have to be about these lockdown days, tell 
us about any part of your life, perhaps you had an interesting career, tell us why 
you moved to Shepton or perhaps you have lived here a long time, what changes 
have you seen? Do you have a passion like Wendy? Have you had an exciting 
experience you can share, met the Queen or danced along to Queen? Is 
Bohemian Rhapsody one of your Desert Island discs or would you choose to 
waltz in the sand to the Blue Danube?  
Send me your story, your photos, your Desert Island discs. Julia  
 
Online Speaker Meetings via Mirthy 
We have offered talks via the Mirthy platform over the last few months. Unfortunately 
the take up by members has not been enough to make it worthwhile to continue and the 
committee decided that they would not be offered by Shepton Mallet u3a in the future. 
 
For those of you who enjoyed the talks please note they are available twice weekly, one 
for a small fee paid online but free on Thursdays. All you have to do is register as 
individuals. Have a look at their website. Click on this link, it takes you there directly. 

 Mirthy Talks | Live Events in the Comfort of Your Living Room 

 

 

https://mirthy.co.uk/
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Life before covid - an outing remembered 
Pitcombe Rock Falconry, Bruton April 2017 
Seventeen of us arrived at 11.30am, Alan Wells, the falconer and owner 
greeted us, and ushered us into his new outdoor classroom. Good job it 
was a nice day, as Alan hasn't finished the room as yet, still needs a 

roof! We sat for about an hour, 
while Alan, and his assistants, Wes 
and Phil kept bringing different 
birds of prey to the stand, 
tempting them with dead day old 
chicks. The chicks are cock birds, 
which the breeder has no use for, 
so they go to falconers and other 
places where meat is needed to 
feed birds of prey. All the while we 
were able to watch the birds, and 

listen while Alan explained about each 
bird, how they hunt, where they live 
and how they came to be with him at 
Pitcombe. We then had an hour of 
being able to handle the different 
birds, Drago, the common buzzard, 
Winston, the barn owl, Kea, the Harris 
hawk, Guinevere, the tawny eagle. 
Guinevere seemed to be the favourite 
to be held. All on a thick leather glove 
I might add and at a weight of 7 lbs, not an easy task. At the end of our 
two hours, we were treated to a lovely buffet lunch with tea or coffee. 
We were all sad to be leaving. Such a lovely visit. 
Janet Murray 

 
 

 

Group News 

HOORAY! 

As of 29 March the rule of six will be reinstated. It is hoped that our outdoor 
activities eg walking, short tennis, bowls and strollers will restart. Your group 
leaders will be in touch to let you know how, when and where groups can 
begin.  
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Ukulele 
Ray Smith held his first meeting of the ukulele group on 11 March via Zoom. 
Anyone else wanting to join on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at 2pm 
please contact Ray.  

Cricket Appreciation NEW NEW NEW 
Come on all you cricket lovers! 
Jonathan Fowle is starting a cricket appreciation group starting on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 11am by Zoom until restrictions are sufficiently 
relaxed, first meeting on 7 April. 
The objective is the enthusiastic 
sharing of knowledge and 
experience of our historic game 
and will include trips to county 
venues, quizzes, debates on for 
example England’s performance, 
captaincy, rule changes, etc. 
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Zoom meetings for groups  
Would some groups like to take advantage of the Shepton Zoompro package? So 
far we have used this for committee meetings but the new ukulele group is 

meeting via Zoom as well. I know some people have their own Zoom account but 
the free time is limited to 40 minutes for this. With Zoompro sessions can go on 
for longer!  
It is easy to set up a meeting and share ideas and pictures though possibly worth 
a little practice before actually hosting a meeting. If you want to host you would 
need to download the Zoom app and then log in to this with the Shepton 
account details. You do not need to have downloaded the app if you just want to 
participate in a meeting. The host sends out an invitation by email to join the 
meeting at a certain date and time. On this invitation is a link to click which takes 
you straight to the meeting. It is really good for small group discussion or 
conversation.  
We could have a coffee and chat morning ? BYO coffee, French conversation? 
Book group? Discussion group? And with a ‘screen share’ you can show 
pictures/objects to the others. Collectables? Flower Club?   
We also thought we could have a Shepton Zoom Quiz?  
Please contact Jane Burman if you would like to chat about this/more info/ help 
setting up a meeting, etc. 

 
 
u3a National News 
Member Link 
 
Earlier this year, the Trust launched Member Link, a new initiative to support u3as. 
Member Link collates in one place advice, tips and resources to keep us all 
connected. Member link is about the whole u3a community, trustees, members – online 
and offline - staff and u3as coming together to help and support each other to keep 
connecting, learning and laughing.  A leaflet has been produced that has advice, links, 
tips and resources to help keep us all connected, active and learning together. Member 
Link web page here. 

 
Sign up to the u3a National Newsletter to keep informed on the latest 
government advice concerning the coronavirus. It is also filled with 
information, stories and advice from across the u3a movement on how 
to keep safe and occupied during this difficult time. 

 

https://u3a.org.uk/member-link
https://u3a.org.uk/member-link
https://www.u3a.org.uk/newsletter
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Save the Date 
What will you be doing on u3a day? 
The very first national u3a day will take place on Wednesday 2 June 2021. 
We had hoped that we could celebrate u3a day in 2020 but the continued 
uncertainty in lockdown as to whether activities could be undertaken led to a re-
think. Online and face to face events will be held across the country to raise the 
profile of the movement and celebrate the impact u3as have on members’ lives 
and their communities. Watch this space 

Group Contacts   

Art Gill Davies   
Books Sue Dunne      
Bowls Frank Booth   
Bridge Graham 

McCartney 
  

Bus Pass 
Trippers Janet Murray   
Collectables Liz Nash   
Cricket 
appreciation 

Jonathan Fowle   

Discussion Malcolm Weeks   
Family History Keith Taylor   
Flowers Freda Briars   
French 
conversation 

Contact  
Sue Dunne 

  

Munch Club  Maggie Fowle   
Music 
Appreciation 

Catherine Wylie 
Sandra 
Freeborn  

  

Needlecraft Di Gommo  
Liz Weeks 

  

Photography John Law   
Recorders Sandra Morris 

Julie Newman 
  

Scrabble New leader and venue required 
Singing for 
Pleasure 

Val Sherring   

Shorter Walks Jenny Wehrfritz   
Short Tennis Eric Wehrfritz   
Solos Janet Murray   
Strollers Lyn Hook   
Table Tennis  
1 and 2 

Peter Howell    

Ukulele Ray Smith   
Walking Liz Weeks   
Woolcraft Pam Mitchell   
Writing for Catherine Wylie   
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Pleasure   
Committee Members 

Chair  Liz Nash (Interim)  
Vice Chair  Jeanette Marsh  
Secretary  Maggie Hardy (Interim)  
Treasurer Jane Burman  
Groups Coordinator Sue Dunne  
Membership Secretary Maggie Fowle  
Newsletter Julia Goddard  
Outings Janet Murray  
Publicity Vacant  
Speakers Vacant  
Website Keith Taylor  
Co-opted Member Janet Sherwin  
 
Thank you to all our contributors this month. Please send your items for the 
newsletter by 20th of the month to Julia Goddard, Editor.  
 

 
 


