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Chat  

 

We hope that this month will finally bring the news of the end to 
restrictions and that the freedom to mix, visit, take part and 
enjoy ourselves and u3a life will return at last. 
We are at the beginning of a summer of sport - so anyone for 
tennis, or football or cricket or even a gold medal in any of the 
33 sports to be competed for in the Tokyo Olympics 
commencing 23 July? (Covid permitting). 
Did you know there is sport called Foot tennis or Futnet?  All will 
be explained and demonstrated in Shepton on Sunday, 25 July 
at the Bowls Club. This event is part of a summer programme of 
free events and activities taking place in and around Collett Park 
during this summer, for details see www.sheptonmallet-
tc.gov.uk/summer-in-shepton 
There will be outdoor yoga classes and lots to interest children 
and maybe you too - especially if you are on grand-parenting 
duties in the coming weeks. 
Our new u3a cricket appreciation group fielded a first innings at 
a local hostelry recently, courtesy of Captain Jonathan Fowle 
and I hear that the fixture proved much less strenuous than the 
real thing. 
Don’t forget that to kick off our own activities in the coming 
weeks we need to find new group leaders for some established 
groups. If you have any thoughts or can help please contact Sue 
Dunne. Details on page 6. 
Enjoy this newsletter and every day in July whatever you do. 
Liz 

Shepton Mallet 

learn, laugh, live 

http://www.sheptonmalletu3a.org.uk/
http://www.sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk/summer-in-shepton
http://www.sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk/summer-in-shepton
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Reminder concerning Membership 
We decided at our April meeting to pencil in September for membership 
renewals. This means that everyone who is currently listed as a member will 
have their membership extended until September. We hope that this gives you 
the benefit of enjoying activities as restrictions lift during the summer. 
We will announce dates for renewals and details of the AGM as soon as 
arrangements have been made. 

 

 

Monthly Meetings 
So far, we have had no volunteers for organising speakers to come and talk to us when we 
get started again in the near future (we hope!).  A possible alternative, used by some U3A 
groups, is to have a short film instead of a live speaker.  This would be on a topic of 
general interest, or comedy - not the sort you get on TV.  There are special websites which 
offer these films free.  They would be shown using a laptop and overhead projector. 

What do people think of this idea? It would provide a focus for meetings, something to 
discuss over coffee as well as the general chat.  If enough people like the idea we could 
give it a try. Contact Janet Sherwin with your views.  
Contact any member of the committee if you would like to become the next Speaker 
Meeting organiser 

 
Members’ Corner 
July Quiz set by Maggie Hardy 

1. Fourth of July is American 
Independence Day but when does 
Canada celebrate its National Day?  
And when did it become effective? 

2. July was originally the fifth month of 
the Roman calendar.  What was it 
called? 

3. Which two planets reach their closest 
points to earth in July? 

4.  July the third marks the beginning of the Dog Days of summer.  
What gave rise to this? 

5. Which famous scientist presented a paper to the Linnean Society in 
London on 1 July 1838? 

6. Whom did Henry VIII marry in July 1540? 
7. Who was defeated at the Battle of Marston Moor in July 1644? 
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8. Who was executed on 6 July 1535? 
9. Who won the first Men’s Singles at Wimbledon in 1877? 
10. Who was born in Oldham General Hospital on 26 July 1978? 

Answers next month 
Answers to June quiz 

1. What was June called by the Anglo-Saxons and what did it mean? 
Sera Monath means “dry month” 
2. June is only mentioned in two of Shakespeare’s plays. Can you name one 
of them? Cleopatra or Henry IV 
3. June’s flowers are symbols of all things relating to love, desire, generosity 
and affection. What are they? Honeysuckle and Rose – so if, like me, you 
were born in June there is a good chance you are a hopeless romantic! 
4. Who landed in Paris on 23 June 1940? Adolf Hitler 
5. The Gregorian calendar was invented in June 1582. Who invented it? 
Pope Gregory XIII 
6. Frank Whittle was born on 1st June 1907 – what did he invent? English 
aviation inventor of the jet engine 
7. Which planet was discovered in June 1810 and by whom? Neptune 
discovered by John Couch Adams 
8. “June is Bustin’ Out All Over” is in which musical and who composed  
it? “Carousel” by Oscar Hammerstein II 
9. Who made their debut on 4 June 1976 at The Lesser Free Trade Hall in 
Manchester? “The gig that changed the world” The Sex Pistols 
10. What did Nik Wallenda achieve in June 2012 that no-one had done before? 
First successful tight rope walk across Niagara Falls. 

 

Can anyone tell me 
what this is? asks 
Pauline Ward 

Not sure if it is a moth 
or a butterfly but 
found it in my 
marigold flowers. It 
was no bigger than my 
thumb nail. Trawled 
through sites on the 
internet but still drawn 
a blank. Can you help? 

If you know email the 
editor. 
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Free to Good Home 
 Have you any items you want to shift? Why not send in the details 

along with your name and contact information to the newsletter. If we 
have a good response we could make Free to Good Home a regular 
Members’ Corner feature. 

Good News! 

Shepton Mallet Library Reopens  
 
Libraries West are delighted to announce that the newly refurbished Shepton 
Mallet Library will reopen on Monday 28 June with new increased opening times:  
Monday 9.30am – 5pm  
Tuesday 9.30am – 5pm 
Wednesday Closed 
Thursday 9.30am – 5pm 
Friday 9.30am – 5pm 
Saturday 9.30am – 1.30pm 
The library has a new layout and a new look children’s library, with fantastic 
books and talking books for you to borrow. The public computers will be available 
to use, along with areas for you to read and study. 
They are also offering access to an iPad loaning scheme, aimed at those looking 
for work and wanting to develop new skills. 
Computer availability is reduced due to social distancing measures. It is 
advisable to check with the staff in advance of visiting, as you may need to book 
a session email: shmlib@somerset.gov.uk  
All Somerset libraries are operating NHS Test and Trace. When visiting if you have 
a smart phone you will need to scan the NHS QR poster located at the entrance. 
Face coverings are essential unless you are exempt and hand sanitiser is 
available on entry to the library. Due to the current restrictions there will also be 
a limited number of people in the library at any one time. 
Library membership gives you access to a huge range of free online content, 
including 1000s of e-books, e-audio books, e-magazines, e-newspapers, e-
comics and e-graphic novels – all free of charge. They also have a range of other 
online resources available to access from home including events and activities 
online. 
If you are not able to leave your home, you may like to access the Home Library 
Service whose volunteers are currently offering a book drop to customers. To 
access this service please email: Kirsty.Jenssen@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk or 
ring 07920 250834. If you would also be interested in becoming a Home Library 
Service volunteer Kirsty would love to hear from you. 
The library staff hope you’ll call in and say hello as they are looking forward to 
welcoming you back. 

shmlib@somerset.gov.uk%20
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-communities/libraries/library-facilities/e-books-e-magazines-and-e-audiobooks/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-communities/libraries/library-facilities/free-reference-online/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-communities/libraries/regular-activities-and-events-programme/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-communities/libraries/regular-activities-and-events-programme/
Kirsty.Jenssen@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk%20
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Group News 
Cricket 
News from Jonathan, group leader 

 
The first meeting of the cricket appreciation group took place on 16 June at 
The Horseshoe Inn, Bowlish. 
There were four of us with one absentee due to illness. We explored how we 
first became interested in cricket and found common areas to discuss. 
Some old cricketing memorabilia, including a couple of 1930s Somerset CC 
fixture cards, was shown around. 
We agreed to find a fixture at Taunton where we could share a day out.  
 
Contact Jonathan Fowle if you would like to join the cricket group. 

Walking 
 

Coming back down to Pensford 
on the last half mile of our first 
walk in a larger group... Janis led 
us on a circuit taking in Stanton 
Drew, glorious views and even a 
little bit of mud. We had a fine 
pub lunch at the Railway Inn at 
Halatrow, the first for a long, 
long time. 
 
 
 
 
Midsummer Day (!) 
12 degrees, strong winds and 
rain meant we didn’t hang 
about on this June walk taking 
in Cranmore and Merehead 
Quarry. Despite the weather we 
enjoyed the wild views and 
each other’s company. Some of 
us have not seen each other for 
over a year and a half. An 
excellent pub lunch followed at 
the Poachers Pocket. Thanks to 
Liz and Malcolm. 
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New group leaders required 
 
Recorder Group 
Sandra Morris and Julie Newman have decided to 'Park their Pipes' and stand 
down from leading the recorder group after more years than I can count. Many, 
many thanks to both of you from all of us at U3A for all that you have done. Sadly, 
this is a small group and none of the members feel like continuing the group but 
if anyone is interested in leading, please let me know. 

French Conversation 
Sadly, only two members have come forward to join this new group so currently 
it is not a viable proposition. However, if any more members would like to join, 
please let me know. 
 
Bridge - possibility of new leader being required 
Family History - new leader required 
Munch Club - new leader required 
Scrabble - new leader and venue required 
Discussion - new venue required 

 

 

IF NO NEW LEADERS ARE FOUND A THIRD OF OUR 
GROUPS WILL CLOSE. CONTACT SUE IF YOU CAN  
HELP IN ANY WAY TO KEEP THESE MUCH LOVED 

ACTIVITIES GOING 
 

 

 
 

 
u3a National News 
 
 

Sign up to the u3a National Newsletter to keep informed on the latest 
news from the Trust. It is also filled with information, stories and advice 
from across the u3a movement. u3a gives members local and national 
opportunities to learn a wide range of things at low cost. You can share your 
skills with others, take up something new and develop your interests in a 
friendly atmosphere.   
 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/newsletter
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u3a Regional News 
Research and Shared Learning  
Message from regional coordinator, Chris Knight  
We are very aware that a great deal of excellent work has been and continues to 
be done around the area of what has been called Research and Shared Learning 
within u3as. It seems to me that only good could come out of a meeting of all 
those interested in such work throughout the SW region. Its aim would be to pro-
vide an opportunity to exchange ideas, promote good practice and create a 
support network within the region that u3a members can call on when they 
identify a need to “find out”. This might be an interest group researching a 
particular subject area, or a committee wanting more information about their 
members, for example, or a more formal specific project. We can always learn 
from each other’s experiences and promote good practice going forward. We are 
therefore organising an online workshop on the topic Research and Shared 
Learning in the SW Region on Thursday 29 July at 10.00am and is open to any 
u3a member interested. This may be a group or individuals, they are all welcome. 
Please email susan.parker@u3a.org.uk if you would like to join in the Zoom 
meeting giving their name, u3a and email address and the invite will be sent out 
closer to the date. 

 

Group Contacts   

Art Gill Davies   
Books Sue Dunne      
Bowls Frank Booth   
Bridge Graham 

McCartney 
  

Collectables Liz Nash   
Cricket 
Appreciation 

Jonathan Fowle   

Discussion Malcolm Weeks   
Family History New leader required - contact Sue Dunne 
Flowers Freda Briars   
French 
Conversation 

New leader and venue required - contact Sue Dunne 

Munch Club  Maggie Fowle   
Music 
Appreciation 

Catherine Wylie 
Sandra 
Freeborn  

  

Needlecraft Di Gommo  
Liz Weeks 

  

Photography John Law   
Recorders New leader required - contact Sue Dunne 
Scrabble New leader and venue required - contact Sue Dunne 
Singing for 
Pleasure 

Val Sherring   

mailto:susan.parker@u3a.org.uk
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Shorter Walks Jenny Wehrfritz   
Short Tennis Eric Wehrfritz   
Solos Janet Murray   
Strollers Lyn Hook   
Table Tennis  
1 and 2 

Mike Burr    

Ukulele Ray Smith   
Walking Liz Weeks   
Woolcraft Pam Mitchell   
Writing for 
Pleasure 

Catherine Wylie
  

  

Committee Members 

Chair  Liz Nash (Interim)  
Vice Chair  Jeanette Marsh  
Secretary  Maggie Hardy (Interim)  
Treasurer Jane Burman  
Groups Coordinator Sue Dunne  
Membership Secretary Maggie Fowle  
Newsletter Julia Goddard  
Outings Janet Murray  
Publicity Vacant  
Speakers Vacant  
Website Keith Taylor  
Co-opted Member Janet Sherwin  
 
Thank you to all our contributors this month. Please send your items for the 
newsletter by 20th of the month to Julia Goddard, Editor.  
 
 

Insurance 

Members of Shepton Mallet u3a are reminded that the Trust 
arranges Third Party Liability and Product Liability Insurance on 
behalf of the affiliated u3as. The cost of this is included in the 
annual subscription fee that SMu3a pays to the Trust. It should 
be noted that there is no personal accident insurance included 
in this arrangement. Members of SMu3a join in activities at their 
own risk and, should they feel they wish to be covered for 
personal accidents or personal property, it is necessary for them 
to make their own private arrangements. 

 


