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Welcome to our August newsletter.  

Hope you are well and have not been “pinged.” Not sure what we were 

expecting to happen on and after 19 July and whether those expectations 

have been met, exceeded or confirmed! 

Our committee met by Zoom last month,  we thought we might try a face 

to face one this month in a venue that will allow us to be outside which 

most of us prefer.  

When I have been out and about it seems to me that most people have not 

changed their minds on mask wearing and voluntarily continue to wear 

them in and outside of shops. They are also still trying to socially distance 

which seems sensible and considerate.  

As we decide how we go forward we are very mindful that while some 

people are confident to meet up indoors others still feel the need for 

caution which we understand.  

We will be deciding in the next couple of weeks how we will be able to 

safely arrange the renewal of memberships and hold our AGM. As you 

recall, we achieved it all on the internet last year and had hoped that this 

year would be different.  

Thank you to everyone who continues to support us and our U3A, it has 

been a really difficult year with frustratingly little to offer our members 

and your help and support will be needed more than ever if we are to 

continue our groups in Shepton. Keep safe 

Liz 
 

 

As of 19 July our U3A, together with every other in England, is waiting to receive 

guidance from National Office in regard to the ending of most Covid restrictions 

today. What they tell us will affect best practice on how we can safely reintroduce 

group activities indoors. The mixed messaging from government and recent news 

of the increase in cases, even in those double jabbed, inevitably means that we 

Shepton Mallet 
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should continue to safeguard ourselves, families and others as we go out and 

about. 

We will let you know as soon as any advice is received. In the meantime keep 

cool and carry on enjoying the summer weather taking the care and the 

consideration of others into account, as we have all done for so many long 

months. 

 

 

 

Members’ Corner 
August Quiz set by Maggie Hardy 

1. What was stolen in France 

on 21 August 1911? 

2. Why was the original 

Roman name Sextillis 

changed to August in 8BC 

3. Which star signs are 

represented in August? 

4. Which day is traditionally 

celebrated as the first day of 

harvest? Who ended the 

tradition of bread made from the harvest being given to the church to celebrate the 

harvest? 

5. On which day in August did Martin Luther King Jr. give his famous ‘I have a dream’ 

speech? 

6. What happened on 24
 
August 79AD? 

7. When did the Edinburgh Festival first begin? 

8. What other festivals are celebrated in August?  One in Wales and another in London 

9. Who discovered oxygen in August 1774? 

10. Who left Plymouth on 27
 
August 1966? 

Answers next month 

Answers to July quiz 

1. Fourth of July is American Independence Day but when does Canada 

Celebrate its National Day? On 1 July and became effective from 1867 

2. July was originally the fifth month of the Roman calendar. What was it called? 

Quintillis 

3. Which two planets reach their closest points to earth in July? Jupiter and Saturn 

4. Third of July marks the beginning of the Dog Days of summer.  

What gave rise to this? Rising of the Dog Star, Sirius. Folklore suggested that Sirius 

and the Sun together caused the hot summer weather 

5. Which famous scientist presented a paper to the Linnean Society in London on 1
 
July 

1838? Charles Darwin 

6. Whom did Henry VIII marry in July 1540? Catherine Howard 
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7. Who was defeated at the Battle of Marston Moor in July 1644? Prince Rupert by 

Parliamentarian Forces 

8. Who was executed on 6 July 1535? Sir Thomas Moore 

9. Who won the first Men’s Singles at Wimbledon in 1877? Spencer W. Gore 

10. Who was born in Oldham General Hospital on 26
 
July 1978? Louise Brown, the first 

test tube baby. 

 

Shepton Mallet Library Reopens  

Libraries West are delighted to announce that the newly refurbished Shepton Mallet Library 

is now open with new increased opening times:  

Monday 9.30am – 5pm  

Tuesday 9.30am – 5pm 

Wednesday Closed 

Thursday 9.30am – 5pm 

Friday 9.30am – 5pm 

Saturday 9.30am – 1.30pm 

The library has a new layout and a new look children’s library, with fantastic books and 

talking books for you to borrow. 

The public computers are available 

to use, along with areas for you to 

read and study. 

If you are not able to leave your 

home, you may like to access the 

Home Library Service whose 

volunteers are currently offering a 

book drop to customers. To access 

this service please email: 

Kirsty.Jenssen@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk or ring 07920 250834. If you would also be 

interested in becoming a Home Library Service volunteer Kirsty would love to hear from 

you. 

Congratulations John Smith for correctly 

identifying Pauline’s moth in last 

month’s newsletter 
“ I can inform anyone interested that it is a 
micro-moth of the Genus Pyralid. Its Latin 

name is Pyraustra aurata but is commonly 

known as the mint moth. It’s fairly common, 
certainly in the south of UK and is a frequent 

garden visitor (though not often seen) Well 

spotted!” 

 

Free to Good Home 

 Have you any items you want to shift? Why not send in the details along with 

your name and contact information to the newsletter. If we have a good response 

we could make Free to Good Home a regular Members’ Corner feature. 

 

Jenny Wehrfritz tells us, “I was in the library yesterday 

and they would like to see more people.  I said I'd pass 

info on for the  

SMu3a newsletter.   

The new look library is very smart, with new self 

checkouts, and everything movable for other uses and 

with increased opening times.” 

file:///C:/Users/andrew/Documents/U3A/Newsletter/July%202021/Kirsty.Jenssen@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
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Back in April we told you about a new initiative Walkers are Welcome in the hope that 

Shepton would become a Welcome Town. Things have moved on and thanks to u3a member 

Sue Dickerson, who is on the steering committee it is hoped to bring this to fruition.  

Walkers are Welcome is a national organisation with over 100 accredited Walkers are 

Welcome towns and villages. For Shepton Mallet to become a Walkers are Welcome town 

we need to show that people in the town and parish support it. To do that, we need 1,100 

signatures. Why should Shepton Mallet join? We want all walkers from all parts of our town 

and further afield to feel welcome. Walking has been the salvation of many people over the 

last year, giving us a sense of wellbeing during 

difficult times. Shepton Mallet is perfectly positioned 

to explore the countryside around us, nestled at the 

gateway to the Mendip hills, an Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty criss-crossed with trails, footpaths and 

the remains of ancient and medieval industry and old 

mine workings. By making walkers feel welcome in our town we help our local economy and 

community, bringing walkers and visitors to our cafes, restaurants, shops, B&Bs and hotels, 

and other visitor attractions, and promoting the benefits of physical, health and mental 

wellbeing through walking.  

A Shepton Walks volunteer said, “We’re on the lookout for volunteers to help us too - 

walkers, ramblers, hikers, dog walkers, keen walking families. Once we become full 

members there’ll be lots of opportunities to get involved in supporting and promoting 

Shepton Walks. If people are interested they can contact us through the website. We look 

forward to welcoming them!”  

Over the coming weeks and months volunteers will be attending events across the town to 

talk to people and encourage them to sign. They’ll be visiting businesses in the town to ask 

them to sign the petition and actively support their staff, customers and visitors to do the 

same. The only caveat from the national Walkers are Welcome organisation is that the 1,100 

signatures have to be from people who live in the town or a nearby parish.  

For people unable to sign a hard copy of the petition Shepton Walks is launching an online 

petition: Sign petition here  

More detailed information about the benefits to Shepton Mallet of becoming a Walkers are 

Welcome town can be found here: more information and benefits 

Or contact: Amanda Hirst: 07714 783009 / amandajhk59@gmail.com 

SIGN THE PETITION 

HERE! 

https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/shepton-mallet-walkers-are-welcome
https://sheptonmallet-tc.gov.uk/shepton-walks
amandajhk59@gmail.com
https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/shepton-mallet-walkers-are-welcome
https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/shepton-mallet-walkers-are-welcome
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Group News 
Cricket 

News from Jonathan, group leader. 

We had a full team of five for last night's 

second get together. 

A lively discussion of favourite matches 

ensued, including 1950s and 1980s 

encounters between England and Australia. 

Andrew Goddard brought along photos 

from the game he and Julia attended in 

Sydney in 2003 when Michael Vaughan 

scored 183 runs. 

Peter Nash even brought along his 

scorecard from a 2000 England v West 

Indies game at Lord's, where he saw 21 

wickets fall across all four innings on the 

same day. 

Contact Jonathan if you would like to join 

the cricket group. 

Walking 

On a sunny morning a group 

of us set off from Station 

Road, Wellow and making 

our way out of the village 

passed the old station 

buildings which used to be 

part of the line used for 

transportation of Fullers Earth 

found locally.  Our walk took 

us through the old Colliers 

Way and Cam Brook which 

links Wellow and Midford.  

We enjoyed great countryside 

views and lush wild flowers 

along the way, with the added 

bonus of seeing a swarm of 

bees being managed for 

removal to a new site!  
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A much smaller than usual group 

braved one of the hottest days of 

the year to do a circular walk 

around the Trudoxhill and 

Witham Friary area. 

Blistering sun aside, it was a 

lovely tramp through freshly 

mown meadows and butterfly 

strewn fields. We even saw a lone 

red kite! By the end of the walk, 

water bottles were dry and the 

Seymour Arms at Witham was our 

next destination. It was here that 

we recharged our batteries and 

enjoyed a picnic and a cold drink 

in the shade of their little beer 

garden. 

 

French Conversation 

Jane Burman will be leading this 

group from the end of August. 

The group will meet twice monthly, days and venue to be confirmed. If you are interested in 

joining this group, please contact Jane.  

 

 

The following groups are currently in need of new group 

leaders. If you feel you can help to maintain these groups 

please contact Sue Dunne  

 Family History 

 Munch Club 

 Scrabble 
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u3a National News 
 

 

Sign up to the u3a National Newsletter to keep informed on the latest news from 

the Trust. It is also filled with information, stories and advice from across the u3a 

movement. u3a gives members local and national opportunities to learn a wide 

range of things at low cost. You can share your skills with others, take up 

something new and develop your interests in a friendly atmosphere.   

 

 

u3a Regional News No notifications this month. 

 

Group Contacts   

Art Gill Davies   

Books Sue Dunne      

Bowls Frank Booth   

Bridge Graham 

McCartney 

  

Collectables Liz Nash   

Cricket 

Appreciation 

Jonathan Fowle   

Discussion Malcolm Weeks   

Family History New leader 
required 

  

Flowers Freda Briars   

French 

Conversation 

Jane Burman   

Munch Club  New leader 

required 

  

Music 

Appreciation 

Catherine Wylie 
Sandra Freeborn  

  

Needlecraft Di Gommo  

Liz Weeks 

  

Photography John Law   

Scrabble New leader and  

venue required 

Singing for 

Pleasure 

Val Sherring   

Shorter Walks Jenny Wehrfritz   

Short Tennis Eric Wehrfritz   

Solos Janet Murray   

Strollers Lyn Hook   

Table Tennis  

1 and 2 

Mike Burr    

Ukulele Ray Smith   

Walking Liz Weeks   

Woolcraft Pam Mitchell   

Writing for 

Pleasure 

Catherine Wylie

  

  

 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/newsletter
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Committee Members 

Chair  Liz Nash (Interim)  

Vice Chair  Jeanette Marsh  

Secretary  Maggie Hardy (Interim)  

Treasurer Jane Burman  

Groups Coordinator Sue Dunne  

Membership Secretary Maggie Fowle  

Newsletter Julia Goddard  

Outings Janet Murray  

Publicity Vacant  

Speakers Vacant  

Website Keith Taylor  

Co-opted Member Janet Sherwin  

 

 

Thank you to all our contributors this month. Please send your items for the newsletter by 

20th of the month to Julia Goddard, Editor.  

 

 

Insurance 

Members of Shepton Mallet u3a are reminded that the Trust arranges 

Third Party Liability and Product Liability Insurance on behalf of the 

affiliated u3as. The cost of this is included in the annual subscription fee 

that SMu3a pays to the Trust. It should be noted that there is no personal 

accident insurance included in this arrangement. Members of SMu3a join 

in activities at their own risk and, should they feel they wish to be covered 

for personal accidents or personal property, it is necessary for them to 

make their own private arrangements. 

 


