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Hello everyone! 
I do hope you had a pleasant Easter, enjoying that beautiful 
weather either alone or in company.  It's not easy to forget all the 
bad news that's around at the moment, but a bit of sunshine 
does help. What a lucky coincidence that the u3a colours are 
those of the Ukrainian flag! 
I am pleased to be able to report that our membership is 
growing - 136 at the last count.  Our April Speaker Meeting on 
April 7 was very successful (report below) and we are looking 
forward to the next one on May 5, when Chris Copson from 
Haynes Motor Museum is coming to talk to us about that.  It will 
be at the Salvation Army Hall from 10 - 12 am, £2 for members or 
£3 non-members, to include tea or coffee and biscuits.  What a 
bargain!  Jane Morrison has now taken over as Speaker Secretary 
and is very busy planning future talks.  We are always open to 
suggestions and requests for speakers, and we are also looking 
into the possibility of running "hybrid meetings".  This means that 
the talk is filmed and broadcast via Zoom or similar, so that 
those unable to attend in person can enjoy the talk on their 
computer.  What do members think of this idea? Many u3a 
groups already do it. 
40th Anniversary 
Your committee are thinking about the 40th anniversary of u3a in 
September, planning a fun event which will publicise and inform  
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people about the organisation. We would welcome help and ideas from our 
membership! 
Website 
Our website has been updated and has a fresh new look! If you click on 
"Documents" near the top, you will see that we have included a draft Equality and 
Diversity Policy, as we are required to have one.  Please have a look at it and let 
me have any comments. We would like to be open and welcoming to people 
from all countries and walks of life, as long as they are no longer in full-time 
employment. 
Best wishes, 
Janet 

 

What’s On 
Speaker Meetings 

Thursday 5 May Salvation Army Hall Chris Copson talking about  
Sparkford Motor Museum 

Thursday 2 June, is a holiday to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee. We are planning a 
coffee morning to be held on Thursday 9 June instead of a Speaker Meeting this 
month. Venue and times to be arranged. 

Thursday 7 July Salvation Army Hall The Victorian Kitchen Garden with 
Francis Burroughs 

£2 for members, £3 non-members, free tea or coffee  
Please contact Jane Morrison if you have any suggestions for a speaker and/or if you 
can help on the day 

 

Speaker Meeting Suggestions and Help Needed 

More ideas from u3a members are welcome – who or what would you like to hear 
about at the monthly Speaker Meetings? Be like the Spice Girls and tell me what 
you want, what you really, really want! 

Please put your hand up if you are willing and able to help with the refreshment 
rota for the meetings. The role is to make teas and coffees, open the biscuits and 
then enjoy the meeting.  
If you can boil a kettle then you are qualified! 
If several come forward then you may only be called upon to assist once a year! 

Please let me, Jane Morrison,  know if you can help your u3a.    Thank you, Jane 

 

https://sheptonmalletu3a.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SMu3A-Equality-Diversity-and-Inclusion-Policy.pdf
https://sheptonmalletu3a.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SMu3A-Equality-Diversity-and-Inclusion-Policy.pdf
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Outings 

Tuesday 10 May  Glastonbury Abbey and Rural Life Museum 
£9 (less if more than 12 people go) for transport. 
Admission to the museum is £5.95 which covers a 
whole year. The Abbey charge £9.90.  We will leave 
from Dobbies at 10 am and return for 4pm 

Wednesday 18 May Abbotsbury Swannery and Botanical Gardens 
A joint admission ticket for these lovely places is £18, 
transport will cost £17. This will be a whole day trip, 
leaving at 9.30 and returning by 6pm 

Please email outings organiser, Janet Sherwin if you would like an application form or 
require more details.  
Is there somewhere you’d like to go? Let Janet know and she might arrange an outing. 
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Members’ Corner 
April Outing to Wales 
The outing to Caerleon Roman Remains and Chepstow Castle was a great 
success.  14 members explored the small but beautifully arranged Roman 
Museum at Caerleon, then admired the baths with stunning holographic water 
and swimmers, before walking down to the amazing amphitheatre. We learnt the 
origin of the word "editor": this was the man who paid for everything and who 
therefore had the power of life or death for the gladiators.*  The female 
spectators had to sit at the back; as if they were too close to the masculine 
action their morals could be corrupted! 
We had a super lunch at a riverside pub in Chepstow before visiting the huge 
castle which looms over the pretty little town, above the winding river Wye. It 
was begun in Norman times but extended over the centuries.  There are 
wonderful views from the top of the main tower. Then a quick cup of tea and 
home. 
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April Speaker Meeting: The History of Gem Stones by Rachel Boothroyd 

Rachael from Cooper and 
Tanner entertained 30 
u3a members at the April 
Speaker meeting on the 
subject of gemstones. 
Rachael was 
knowledgeable and 
engaging, sharing insights 
to her role as a gemstone 
valuer and diamond 
grader.  
Her improvised drawings 
were illustrative and her 
sharing of physical items 
all supported her stories 
of how gems are formed 
and their values in different cultures.  
There was time for a Q and A session at the end and Rachael also carried out 
some valuations. 
We received this lovely email from Rachael after her talk. 

I really enjoyed speaking to your members, and I hope they enjoyed it too.  
Two people asked me questions I couldn't fully answer this morning, one 
lady asked about when hallmarking dates back to, so here is a brief 
explanation: 
"The concept of hallmarking itself dates back to nearly 400 AD and was 
discovered on silver objects in Byzantine. Hallmarking, especially with 
regards to silver and gold wasn’t initiated until the 1300s in the UK. 
History has revealed that King Edward I put a law, or statute, in place that 
required the testing of all silver items to ensure they met the proper 
standards. He then designated several expert jewellers of the time, also 
referred to as guardians of the craft that were responsible for testing the 
silver to verify pure silver content. Once this percentage had been verified, 
the item would be marked with a stamp depicting the head of a leopard" 
(this information was taken from the following 
website https://www.purelydiamonds.co.uk/blog/2011/09/22/the-history-
of-uk-hallmarking/) 
There was a gentleman that asked why Antwerp was a centre for diamonds 
and I have found the following website which has an excellent 
explanation https://www.beldiamond.com/blogs/news/why-is-antwerp-
the-diamond-capital-of-the-world. 
 

https://www.purelydiamonds.co.uk/blog/2011/09/22/the-history-of-uk-hallmarking/
https://www.purelydiamonds.co.uk/blog/2011/09/22/the-history-of-uk-hallmarking/
https://www.beldiamond.com/blogs/news/why-is-antwerp-the-diamond-capital-of-the-world
https://www.beldiamond.com/blogs/news/why-is-antwerp-the-diamond-capital-of-the-world
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Maggie’s ‘B’ a quizzer in May 

1. What are the two main protagonists in ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ called? 
2. What is the capital city of Slovakia? 
3. Which football club was founded in 1882 and who won the FA Charity 

Shield in 1960 and 1973? 
4. What breed of dog was originally called the Russian Wolfhound? 
5. What food do we get from the Huso Huso Sturgeon? 
6. Which bird is the national bird of the USA? 
7. Who composed the Brandenburg 

Concertos? 
8. Who invented the wind-up radio? 
9. In which county in England is Cliveden 

House and who originally owned it? 
10. Which 1968 filmed directed by Roger 

Vadim starred Jane Fonda? 

Answers next month 
 
 

 

Thanks to Barry and Barbara...Nothing can go wrong 

The year is 2050 and the scene is the cabin of a trans-Atlantic 
flight to America. The aeroplane has just reached its cruising 
height of forty five thousand feet. The loudspeaker crackles into 
life with a message to the passengers who by now are just into 
their gin and tonics etc. 

"Well good morning everybody and welcome aboard flight BA 2495 
to America. As you probably know, this is the first service flight of 
this, the most technically advanced aeroplane in the world. It is so 
advanced that it automatically flies itself. It takes off, flies, and 
lands itself without the need for a pilot. In fact, there isn’t any pilot 
on board, but don’t worry, you are quite safe because this 
aeroplane has been tested more than any other aeroplane and not 
a single fault has been found. This message to you has been 
recorded on the very latest of devices and we can assure you that 
nothing can possibly go wrong go wrong go wrong go wrong go 
wrong" 
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Icelandic Adventure  
Last month Shepton Mallet u3a members, Sue, Lyn and Sandra enjoyed an 
adventure filled break in Iceland. 

 
Geothermal pool with water at 100 degrees 
bubbling up from 2,000ft beneath the earth 

 

Lava fields and volcanoes 

 
Intrepid travellers en route to dark sky and northern lights 

 
If you would like to contribute to Members’ Corner please send your articles, 
reminiscences, local history, photographs etc to the editor, Julia Goddard,  by 
20th of the month, thank you. 
 
*The editor reserves the right of power of life or death over gladiators. 
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Regional News and u3a National News  
Online Learning 

Janet would like to draw everyone's attention to the brilliant programme of online 
talks which are available through the u3a National Website which is: 
www.u3a.org.uk 
These talks are presented by experts and last about 90 minutes. You need to 
register if you wish to "attend" one.  You will need to have Zoom installed on your 
computer (easy to download). 

 
Group News 

Discussion Group 
The Discussion Group met on 11 April for the first time in over two years.  We are 
currently meeting in Shepton Mallet library with the staff kindly setting up an 
area just inside. Meetings start at 10.30 and finish 12 noon latest. This month we 
just had a wide ranging chat catching up. There is a vacancy for a new member. 
Until now we have kept it to six members which gives everyone an opportunity to 
contribute. It is a friendly and respectful group that recognises people have a 
range of views. Next month, Monday 9 May, we are discussing UK food security.  
In June it has been suggested 'Is there a future role for the royal family?' 

If anyone is interested in joining please drop me a line, Malcolm  
 

 
Woolcraft 
Group leader Pam thought it would be good 
to have a photo of the work Woolcraft have 
been doing. 
“A good friend of mine has contacts with 
local Special Schools and Care Homes.  We 
decided to use up some of our ‘stashes’ of 
yarn and make these clown glove puppets 

which have a smiley face one side and a 

sad face on the other. These can show 
how someone is feeling if they aren’t able to 
communicate verbally, and hopefully make 
them smile as well.” 
 
 
 

http://www.u3a.org.uk/
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Shorter Walks 
What a lovely walk a large group of shorter walkers enjoyed this April!  Janet led 
us from The Bell at Evercreech across fields to Stoney Stratton. Here we 
discovered a delightful footpath along a pretty stream with beautiful houses and 
a lot of garden envy. Eager calves looked to escape and enjoy the spring 
sunshine. Back at the Bell we enjoyed a coffee in the garden. 
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Walking 
Walking at the end of March around Chew Magna 

Ladies in pink 

 

Studying a sequoia 

 

 
Rather camp Norman knight,  
Chew Magna church 

 

April’s Walk 
On a beautiful Spring day the 
walking group carried out a 
5.6mile circular walk from Alfred's 
Tower.  We walked through 
woodlands of bluebells and 
skirting the main house and 
estate saw the waterfall, grotto 
and Bristol Cross on our way.  Our 
route led us down to Six Wells 
Bottom the valley being the 
source of the River Stour. We 
returned through a wooded area to our starting point back at Alfred's 
Tower. Lunch at the Bell, Evercreech followed. 
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Possible new group 

Are there any keen chess players out there? 
Or would you like to learn to play? Contact 
Sue Dunne if you are interested in starting 
up or joining a chess group. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monthly Activities 

  1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
Monday Walking 

  
Discussion 
10.30am 
Bowls 11am 
Art 2-4pm 

Walking 
Woolcraft 2pm 

Bowls 11am 
Art 2-4pm 

Tuesday Book Group 
10.15am 
Photography 2pm 
Bridge 2pm 
Table Tennis 2pm 

Collectables 
10.30am 
Table Tennis 2pm 
Bridge 2pm 
Needlecraft 2pm 

Bridge 2pm 
Table Tennis 2pm 

Table Tennis 2pm 
Bridge 2pm 
Needlecraft 2pm 
 

Wednesday French 
conversation 
10am  
Short Tennis  
4-5pm 

Short Tennis  
4-5pm  

French 
conversation 10am 
Short Tennis  
4-5pm 

Short Tennis  
4-5pm 

Thursday Speaker Meeting 
10.30am 

Coffee 10.30am 
Scrabble 2pm 

Shorter Walks  
Coffee 10.30am 
Strollers 1.30pm 

Coffee 10.30am 
Scrabble 2pm 

Friday Table Tennis 2pm Table Tennis 2pm Munch Club 
Table Tennis 2pm 

Singing for 
Pleasure 10.30-12 
Table Tennis 2pm 
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The table above represents the usual meeting dates for groups. The actual dates may 
vary.  Writing for Pleasure meets fortnightly at 2pm on a Thursday and Scrabble/Board 
Games day and venue are fluid. Coffee mornings meet every Thursday at Dobbies 
except when there is a Speaker Meeting on the first Thursday of the month. You should 
contact group leaders for confirmation of dates. For more information on any of our 
groups, visit the website www.sheptonmalletu3a.org.uk or contact the individual group 
leader below. 

Group Contacts   
Art Jane Burman 

Graham Cooper 
  

Books Sue Dunne      
Bowls John Smith   
Bridge Joan Bennett   
Classic Car 
Appreciation 

Jonathan Fowle   

Collectables Liz Nash   
Cricket 
Appreciation 

Jonathan Fowle   

Discussion Malcolm Weeks   
French 
Conversation 

Jane Burman   

Munch Club  Maggie Hardy    
Needlecraft Liz Weeks   
Outings Janet Sherwin   
Photography John Law   
Scrabble, 
Cards/Board 
Games 

Joan Bennett   

Singing for 
Pleasure 

Val Sherring 
Sandra Freeborn 

  

Shorter Walks Jenny Wehrfritz   
Short Tennis Eric Wehrfritz   
Solos Janet Murray   
Strollers Lyn Hook   
Table Tennis  
1 and 2 

Mike Burr    

Walking Liz Weeks   
Woolcraft Pam Mitchell   
Writing for 
Pleasure 

Kevin Hoole   

 

Committee Members 
Chair  Janet Sherwin  
Vice Chair  Jeanette Marsh  
Secretary  Carole Mullender  
Treasurer Jane Burman  

http://www.sheptonmalletu3a.org.uk/
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Groups Coordinator Sue Dunne  
Membership Secretary Maggie Fowle  
Newsletter Julia Goddard  
Outings Janet Sherwin  
Publicity Vacant  
Speaker Secretary Jane Morrison  
Website/Beacon Keith Taylor  
Committee Member Janet Murray  
Committee Member Liz Nash  
 
Thank you to all our contributors this month. Please send your items for the 
newsletter by 20th of the month to Julia Goddard, Editor  
 

 
Insurance 

Members of Shepton Mallet u3a are reminded that the Trust arranges 
Third Party Liability and Product Liability Insurance on behalf of the 
affiliated u3as. The cost of this is included in the annual subscription fee 
that SMu3a pays to the Trust. It should be noted that there is no personal 
accident insurance included in this arrangement. Members of SMu3a join 
in activities at their own risk and, should they feel they wish to be covered 
for personal accidents or personal property, it is necessary for them to 
make their own private arrangements. 
 

 


